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UNCLAS KATHMANDU 1478 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OTRA, SNAR 

SUBJECT: US CUSTOMS INC EXECUTIVE OBSERVATION PROGRAM FOR 
CUSTOMS DIRECTOR OF NEPAL 

REF: A) US CUSTOMS 2532, B) US CUSTOMS 1995 

1 . EMBOFF MARCH 22 DISCUSSED TRAVEL PLANS FOR SUBJECT PROGRAM 
WITH DIRECTOR CUSTOMS PANDEY (NOTE THIS IS PREFERRED 
SPELLING VICE PANDE IN PREVIOUS TRAFFIC) AS PER REQUEST PARA 5 
REFTEL A. PANDEY'S PREFERENCE AS FOLLOWS: HE WILL DEPART 
KATHMANDU SUNDAY, APRIL 16 FOR DELHI PROCEEDING ON NEXT DAY VIA 
PANAM FOR FRANKFURT. PANDEY WISHES SPEND THREE DAYS IN 
FRANKFURT WHERE HE HAS NEPHEW. ON THURSDAY, APRIL 20 HE WILL 
DEPART FRANKFURT FOR WASHINGTON (DULLES) VIA PAN AM FLT. NO 67 
DUE ARRIVE 1600 HOURS. 

2. RE RETURN TRIP. PANDEY ASKED IF IT POSSIBLE TO 

FLY BACK VIA PACIFIC INCLUDING STOP IN HAWAII. HE POINTED OUT 
THAT SEVERAL YEARS AGO WHEN SIMILAR PROGRAM DISCUSSED, US 
ITINERARY WOULD HAVE TAKEN HIM AT LEAST AS FAR WEST AS ARIZONA. 

IF SIMILAR PROGRAM PLANNED THIS TIME, RETURN HOME VIA PACIFIC 
WOULD OF COURSE BE SHORTER. IF THIS AGREEABLE WE WILL MAKE IT 
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CLEAR TO PANDEY THAT ANY STOPOVERS AFTER COMPLETION OF PROGRAM 
WOULD BE AT HIS OWN EXPENSE. PLEASE ADVISE. 

3. RE ISSUE OF EXCEPTIONAL PER DIEM RAISED REFTEL, EMBASSY 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT THIS HIGHER 
LEVEL BE AUTHORIZED FOR PANDEY. IN FIRST PLACE, EMBASSY, 

ON BASIS REF B, HAD ALREADY CITED $50 FIGURE TO PANDEY. FIVE 
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DOLLAR REDUCTION ACCEPTABLE-MORE WOULD BE EMBARRASSING. 
MORE IMPORTANT. PANDEY HOLDS KEY POSITION IN GON AND IS 
IMPORTANT EMBASSY CONTACT. AS SUCH HE IS DESERVING 
OF BIT OF SPECIAL ATTENTION. SPECIFIC INFORMATION REQUESTED 
PARA 3 REF A AS FOLLOWS: 

NAME - DURGA PRAKASH PANDEY 

POSITION - ACTING DIRECTOR GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF CUSTOMS (NOTE: 
TO ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES, PANDEY IS DIRECTOR GENERAL. HE 
WAS APPOINTED AS "DIRECTOR" OF DEPT. EIGHT YEARS AGO. AFTER FOUR 
YEARS POSITION WAS UPGRADED TO "DIRECTOR GENERAL" WITH PANDEY 
RETAINING JOB WHICH HE HAS HELD EVER SINCE. WHY HE HAS NEVER 
LOST "ACTING" TITLE IS MYSTERY, BUT IT CLEARLY DOES NOT REFLECT 
LACK OF RESPECT FOR QUALITY OF HIS PERFORMANCE). 

RANK WITHIN MINISTRY - PANDEY IS CLASS II OFFICER ACTING 
IN CLASS I POSITION. HE REPORTS TO MINISTRY SECRETARY 
(JUST BELOW MINISTER) WHO IS "SPECIAL CLASS" OFFICER. 

LENGTH OF PROGRAM FOUR WEEKS AS PER REF A. 

4. FOR RECORD , FOLLOWING IS ADDITIONAL BIO DATA ON 
PANDEY: 

BORN MAY 10, 1934 IN KATHMANDU, NEPAL. RECEIVED HIGHER 
EDUCATION IN INDIA, OBTAINING BA AND MS IN POLITICAL 
SCIENCE FROM LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY. MARRIED WITH TWO SONS AND 
ONE DAUGHTER, ALL STILL SCHOOL AGE. AFTER GRADUATION 
IN 1957 HE SPENT TWO YEARS AS LECTURER IN PATNA COLLEGE. 

DID NOT LIKE TEACHING AND THEREFORE TOOK EXAMINATIONS FOR 
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GOVERNMENT SERVICE. IN 1960 HE JOINED DEPARTMENT OF 
TOURISM (IN US IN 1962 IN CONNECTION WITH THAT DUTY). 

AFTER SIX YEARS, HE WAS PROMOTED IN 1966 TO POSITION OF 
UNDER SECRETARY IN CABINET SECRETARIAT WHERE HE 
REMAINED FOUR YEARS. IN 1970 HE ASSUMED CHARGE OF CUSTOMS 
DEPT FIRST AS DIRECTOR AND SUBSEQUENTLY AS ACTING DIRECTOR 
GENERAL. HE IS TO BE AWARDED GORKHA MEDAL SECOND CLASS BY 
KING ON APRIL 14, 1978. THIS IS DECORATION FOR MERITORIOUS 
SERVICE GIVEN ON SELECT BASIS. 

HECK 
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